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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Prof Fabio Quondamatteo 

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	n/a

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland Dublin

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Departmental Seminar

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]Dr Hazel Allardyce from the University of Glasgow, a Member of the Anatomical Society, was invited to present her research at our weekly Tissue Engineering Research Group Meeting in RCSI. The Seminar she gave was on the 18th of February 2026, and on that occasion the TERG meeting, which normally happens weekly, was entirely dedicated to her talk. Additional colleagues working in Neuroscience and part of the Group Future Neuro were also invited to attend.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]I have known Dr Allardyce for a number of years as she was an undergraduate student at the University of Glasgow at the time in which I was working there, and then she was an Anatomical Society supported PhD student in Aberdeen under the supervision of Prof Simon Parson. During that time, I also collaborated with their group and we co-authored a paper where Hazel was first author.
For these reasons, knowing her work and her, as a highly talented student first and then as a highly promising scientist, I anticipated an exciting seminar which matched my own interest as well as the interests of the wide audience that was expected at the seminar, providing exciting points of complementarity between her research and the one carried out in RCSI. She was invited to deliver her talk in a weekly meeting of the Tissue Engineering Research Group (TERG), to which also colleagues from the Group Future Neuro were invited given the neuroscience focus of her research. Inviting Dr Allardyce to our TERG Forum and dedicating the weekly meeting only to her talk was a fantastic opportunity for TERG and Future Neuro staff, including PIs, post Docs and PhD students in RCSI, to cross over with an excellent emerging anatomist and for her to have a scientific exchange with an audience sharing complementary and affine research interest in a context where Anatomy is in the foreground. I can happily and safely say that all my expectations, and also those of the audience, were excellently met.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt]
Dr Allardyce gave an excellent seminar in a lecture theatre normally used for undergraduate teaching and the talk was well attended. The audience was composed as expected and illustrated above, with staff working in tissue engineering, an area of research broadly sharing research methodology and having a high degree of complementarity with the work of Hazel, as well as staff working more specifically in neuroscience, i.e. with a closer research focus to the work presented by Dr Allardyce. Hazel initially presented the work from her PhD and post doc time in Aberdeen and in the second part of her talk she illustrated the newest development of her work in setting up her own laboratory at the University of Glasgow, where she moved at the beginning of 2026. A stimulating discussion, which I chaired, was held at the end of the talk. There was the opportunity for the audience to interact with Dr Allardyce extensively, both at the talk and also informally as she stayed for the following day as well, and she had the opportunity to meet RCSI staff and to visit our research facility at RCSI. All resulted in plenty of constructive scientific discussion and exploration of potential cross-over and future collaborative research work with RCSI staff. Additionally, especially at this stage of her career, I think that the visit was very beneficial for her as well, and provided her with an opportunity to build scientific connections and to broaden her horizon and increase her scientific experience.



	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]
I personally was extremely delighted and very proud to witness one of my most talented past undergraduate students having grown so well in the profession, and now being at the stage of setting her own laboratory as a Junior PI. This was combined with witnessing her being able to present her work in another institution with the confidence of an experienced scientist, which she did with a very high degree of competence. She mastered the delivery of her talk and also the several questions at the end of the talk absolutely excellently. Additionally, I learnt a lot more about motoneuron disease and the implications of vascular dysfunction in this area. Motoneuron disease is a topic where progress in knowledge is slow but significant. The work that Hazel presented opened to a role of microvascular problems in the complex pathophysiology of motoneuron disease. This ties also with the newest development of Hazel’s work, i.e. the study of the implications of blood brain barrier dysfunction in demyelinating diseases. I had worked previously on the biology and pathology of the blood brain barrier, many years ago, and Hazel’s talk was for me a refreshing flashback on the importance of this complex structure and an excellent update on the knowledge on this exciting and important research area.



	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf]
[bookmark: h.4d34og8]A number of points of potential scientific cross over between the work of Dr Allardyce and that of RCSI staff were found and explored during the discussions that took place while she was visiting our Institution. Her visit was very well received and was also beneficial for a number of RCSI staff with whom she may further develop collaborative work.
I also think that an added value of this experience is that it provided me with an opportunity to contribute to support an emerging and very promising anatomist, member of the Anatomical Society, i.e., in this case Dr Hazel Allardyce, offering her the chance to strengthen her international experience in giving a scientific talk in a different institution as an invited guest speaker. This is also combined with the opportunity she had to fostering scientific connections as well as potential future collaborations that are so important for her further professional growth and her future career. In my role as a senior anatomist, I see the support and promotion of emerging and promising colleagues, who are the future of our discipline, as an important duty. This is particularly important especially in the view of the broad lack of anatomists who also have a high degree of research involvement, and without whom our discipline would dramatically suffer. I take this experience for fundamental and would like to continue in promoting young talents such as Hazel, to further develop their career in anatomical sciences.
We are all extremely thankful to the Anatomical Society for having provided us with this wonderful opportunity having supported Dr Allardyce’s visit to in RCSI thus stimulating research cross-over within an anatomical context.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	
Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	n/a


	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	n/a


	[bookmark: h.2s8eyo1]SIGNATURE
	[bookmark: h.17dp8vu]Fabio Quondamatteo
	DATE
	[bookmark: h.3rdcrjn]28th Feb 2026
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