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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Miranda Steacy

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]University College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Symington Bequest Funding 2025/26 Round 1

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]Conference travel fund to attend the Gordon Research Conference: Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration in California

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]I attended the GRC/GRS with several goals. I anticipated sharing my research, networking with the research community, and meeting fellow PhD and postdoctoral students from around the world.  
I knew that the GRC would be a valuable opportunity for me to present the full scope of my PhD research. Over the past 4 years, I have worked to complete three bodies of work and was thrilled to have the opportunity to receive feedback on my cumulative research. I set myself a goal to complete all my data collection by the time of the conference, and I was proud to have done so. I wanted to share my findings with an international audience, allowing me to gain critical feedback and strengthen the final stages of my work. I also hoped that the conference would support my career development by enabling me to build relationships with global researchers, explore postdoctoral opportunities, and expand my professional network. Finally, I was very much looking forward to making friends with fellow PhD and postdoctoral students at the conference. Being a graduate student can, at times, be challenging and isolating, and by meeting other students from around the world, I knew I would be able to foster community and camaraderie.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt]Attending the GRC was truly a highlight of my PhD and an invaluable experience. I had an enriching experience meeting craniofacial researchers from around the world. Discussions at the conference focused on phenotypic modelling for craniofacial disease, genetic splicing and DNA enhancer functional abnormalities, as well as novel therapeutic approaches for clinical patients. Highlighted at the conference were the variety of modelling systems used to study craniofacial disease, including mice, zebrafish, chips, and organoids. The conference brought together a diversity of research from geneticists to engineers. The conference presented the wide-ranging work done in craniofacial research. In addition to the various talks and poster presentations at the conference, I had a wonderful time meeting researchers from around the world. One of my favourite parts of the conference was building friendships with other PhD and postdoctoral students. We spent five full days together talking, learning, and exploring Ventura. We shared stories about lab work gone awry, the variety of reactions we receive when describing our work to friends, and the hope we have for our future careers. I made some incredible friends, and I know I will grow as a scientist alongside them, regardless of where we are in the world. 

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]The skills I gained at the conference were predominantly soft skills, including networking, science communication, and how to engage with other people's research. One of my goals for the conference was to network with the research community and meet fellow PhD and postdoctoral students from around the world. I made a great effort to talk to as many different people as I could and connect with attendees on a personal and professional level. The conference allowed me to practice asking insightful and thoughtful questions and to contribute to scientific discussions by using my own personal knowledge. During the poster session, I had a wonderful time walking around and learning about the variety of work being done in the field. These discussions highlighted the gaps in my knowledge and how what I knew from my work could benefit others' work. In addition to the soft skills I developed at the conference, I learnt about FaceBase. FaceBase is a platform that allows craniofacial researchers to share and retrieve colleagues' raw data. In the session, I learnt about the platform and what information it had to offer. I plan on using this database as a resource in the future and am grateful to have gained this knowledge.

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf][bookmark: h.4d34og8]This learning experience will inform my future work and the collaboration opportunities I will pursue. A highlight of the conference for me was presenting my poster. At my poster presentation, I received thoughtful and compelling feedback on my work and ideas for future directions. I truly appreciate the advice on how to utilize the data I already have. I plan to do cell shape analysis on the immunofluorescent pictures I already have and to try a new inexpensive stain on spare histology sections. Everyone who came to my poster was encouraged and impressed with the work I had produced. Attending this conference reminded me of the importance and value of my research, reinforcing my motivation and confidence. In addition to the direct feedback I received on my work, I learnt a great deal about the variety of work being done in the field of craniofacial disease. The conference brought together a diversity of research from geneticists to engineers. As someone undertaking an interdisciplinary degree in developmental biology and engineering, my work can often feel singular. At the conference, I met researchers who were using chip and cell culture to study the effects of fluid forces on mesenchymal stem cells and how the tongue's mechanical forces can affect palate formation. Being aware of the intersections of my research and others' work in the field allowed me to understand how we fit into the vast network of craniofacial researchers.

	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	Yes

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	Yes 

Short narrative: The picture submitted with this report shows me, Miranda Steacy, at the Gordon Research Conference: Craniofacial Morphogenesis and Tissue Regeneration in California this past March in front of my poster. The poster presentation was an enriching part of the conference and I received invaluable feedback on my work and future directions. Everyone who came to my poster was encouraged and impressed with the work I had produced. Attending this conference reminded me of the importance and value of my research, reinforcing my motivation and confidence.

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	Yes 

	[bookmark: h.2s8eyo1]SIGNATURE
	[bookmark: h.17dp8vu]Miranda Stacey
	DATE
	[bookmark: h.3rdcrjn]April 2nd, 2026
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