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UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER VACATION RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP

APPLICATION FORM 2025/26 (summer placement 2026)
	CHECK LIST



	

	You must adhere to the instructions in the following check list BEFORE submitting an electronic PDF copy of this form by midnight Friday 20th March 2026 by email to: Dr Lyndsay Murray, Research Officer (c/o Mary-Anne Piggott at the Anatomical Society Head Office, Department of Anatomy and Human Sciences, King’s College (Guy’s Campus), Room HB4.2, Hodgkin Building, London SE1 1UL: headoffice@anatsoc.org.uk). 

· Read the Terms and Conditions Document

· Check that you are eligible to apply (Please refer to the Terms and Conditions of this Document)

· Adhere to a Calibri Font size of 11 when you complete the sections

· Adhere to a maximum file size of 8MB

· Submit your application as a WORD document only

· The text boxes can be increased in size by clicking on the corners of the box – providing the word limit is not exceeded

· Adhere to the stated word limits in each section

· Ensure that any images and or diagrams included in the sections are legible

· Declare any conflicts of interest (e.g., Applicant being a current member of the Anatomical Society Council)

· Obtain all the required signatures

· Check that you have completed ALL Sections

NB:  No appendices or additional information will be considered.

If you have any queries, please contact maryanne.piggott@kcl.ac.uk in the first instance.

I consent to the data included in this submission being collected processed and stored by the Anatomical Society in accordance with The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and data protection legislation and best practice.

Yes

No

Please tick one box



	SECTIONS



	

	1. Details of the applicant (project supervisor)

	2. Details of the project

	3. Details of the student

	4. Supporting information - to be completed by the student

5. Supporting information about the student – to be completed by a referee

6. Ethics and Regulatory issues

7. Contact details for the person within the host institution responsible for administering the award

8. Conflicts of interest

9. Undertakings and signatures

10. Terms and Conditions of the award

	


SECTION 1. DETAILS OF APPLICANT (to be completed by the APPLICANT project supervisor at sponsoring institution)


Title: 

Surname:



First name and middle initial(s):


E-mail address


Twitter Handle* 
Optional

Title of current post:


Date of appointment (dd/mm/yy):  :



Expected date of termination (dd/mm/yy):

With whom do you have your contract of employment?


Source of personal salary support:


HEFCE


NHS

OTHER

Please specify

Department name and full postal address:



Telephone:





Email:

Will a member of your laboratory, other than you, be providing close day-to-day supervision of the student?   YES


NO

If yes, please provide the following details for that individual:


Title: 

  Surname:



First name and middle initial(s):


Title of current post:


E-mail address


Twitter Handle* 

Optional


Date of appointment (dd/mm/yy):




Expected date of termination (dd/mm/yy):

Have you applied for an Anatomical Society Scholarship before?  If yes, please provide details.


Have you previously held a Vacation Scholarship, funded either by the Anatomical Society or another funding agency?  If yes, please provide details.


2.
DETAILS ABOUT STUDENT (to be completed by APPLICANT))

SECTION 2. DETAILS ABOUT THE PROJECT – to be completed by the Applicant


Title of the research project (no more than 220 characters):

Description of the proposed project (no more than 800 words incl. references) outlining:

i) Background to the project

ii) Aims and objectives.  Any key hypotheses to be tested or questions to be asked.  What you hope to achieve during the period of research

iii) Brief outline of a timetable of work

Describe the training the scholarship will provide including the laboratory techniques/Data analysis approaches and transferable skills that will be taught and how this will be delivered (no more than 500 words) 
Describe how this project will relate to past and present research in your laboratory (no more than 100 words)
Describe how this project will fit with and enhance the research profile of the Anatomical Society (no more than 150 words)
Please provide a project resume for the Society’s website (no more than 150 words)



Length of Project (min 4 weeks; max 10 weeks):

Proposed starting date in 2026:

Proposed end date in 2026:

Funding requested:









OR

Enhanced Funding* 

Requested:



* An enhanced stipend of £340 per week (maximum of (£4,200) will be available to students who might otherwise suffer significant financial hardship as a result of taking up this bursary. To qualify, the student must provide a letter of support from their University identifying them as a widening participation/widening access student.
SECTION 3. DETAILS ABOUT STUDENT (to be completed by the APPLICANT)


Title: 

Surname:



First name and middle initial(s):



Email Address:



Twitter Handle* 

Optional


Name of University/College



(where full time undergraduate)


Type and title of degree:



(e.g. BSc Molecular Biology, MBBS etc.)


Date degree course commenced:



Year of course

(e.g., 2nd year of a 3-year course = 2/3):



Summary of university courses/modules taken and completed, with results (150 words):

SECTION 4. SUPPORTING INFORMATION (to be completed by the student)

Please explain how your project will contribute to the advancement of research in anatomical science (no more than 150 words).

Why do you wish to apply for an Anatomical Society Vacational Scholarship and what are your career intentions at present? (no more than 150 words).

Have you had any other research experience (apart from your course projects)?  If yes, please describe (no more than 100 words).

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING INFORMATION FOR STUDENT (to be completed by referee)

Recommendation by student’s current tutor, giving details of amount of lab work/experience and including an evaluation of the standard of work completed to date (if no results available) (no more 
than 200 words).

Name of referee (if not project supervisor):


Title: 

Surname:



First name and middle initial(s):



Email Address:


Name of University/College



SECTION 6. ETHICS AND REGULATORY ISSUES

Does the project involve the use of human participants,
YES

NO

biological samples, or personal data?

If yes and post-mortem, please give details:

If yes and non-post-mortem, please state by whom the project will be, or has been ethically reviewed and specify any other regulatory approval that has been, or will be, obtained (funding will not be provided unless appropriate ethical/ regulatory approval is in place. 

Does the proposal involve the use of animals or animal tissue and
                             YES
  N  NO
include procedures that require a Home Office Licence? 

Does the institution where the animal work is to be carried out hold a Certificate

of Designation and does the supervisor, or their collaborators, hold the                     YES            NO
appropriate project and personal licences?

SECTION 7. CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE PERSON WITHIN THE INSTITUTION RESPONSIBLE FOR ADMINISTERING ANY AWARD, IF SUCCESSFUL – to be completed by the Applicant


Title: 

Surname:



First name and middle initial(s):



Email Address:


Telephone (direct):


Full postal address:



SECTION 8. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST – to be completed by the APPLICANT)

I confirm that any conflicts of interest arising in relation to this application have been details below (e.g., Applicant/Project Supervisor being a Trustee of the Anatomical Society). 

SECTION 9. UNDERTAKINGS (to be co-ordinated/completed by the APPLICANT)

1. I confirm that I (and all those providing personal information in the application) have read and understood the Terms and Conditions regarding this award.

2. To the best of my knowledge, the information provided in this application is accurate and complete.


Signature of Student
Date


Signature of Applicant
Date

(Project Supervisor)


Signature of Head of Department
Date

For and behalf of the Institution:

Signature of Secretary of

Institution/Finance Officer
Date


Position:

Institution:

SECTION 10. UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER VACATION RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 2025/26
SECTIONS

1. NATURE OF THE AWARD

2. ELIGIBILITY

3. PLACE OF PROJECT

4. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

5. GENERAL CONDITIONS

6. CORRESPONDENCE

All applicants (project supervisors) and students should read this document carefully.  Failure to fulfil the Terms and Conditions may result in the suspension or termination of the award.
SECTION 1. NATURE OF THE AWARDS

To enable highly qualified Undergraduate Students to apply for a bursary to undertake research in the Anatomical Sciences (including Anatomy Education) for a 4 to 10-week period in the summer vacation. It is hoped that this opportunity will encourage students to consider a career in scientific research.  It is expected that up to 8 bursaries a year may be awarded.  Successful applicants will receive a bursary for the sum proposed in your application up to a maximum of £3,200 each (stipend £240 per week and a bench fee £80 per week).

An enhanced stipend of £340 per week will be available to students who might otherwise suffer significant financial hardship as a result of taking up this bursary. To qualify, the student must provide a letter of support from their University identifying them as a widening participation/widening access student.
SECTION 2. ELIGIBILITY

2.1 APPLICANTS 

a. Applicants who are submitting applications on behalf of their students must be Members of The Society who have been elected to membership by Council for at least a year, at the deadline date for USVRS applications.

b. Applicants must be in good standing with their membership fees.

c. Applicants must be researchers in the field of Anatomical Sciences (including research relevant to Anatomy Education) at Universities and Research Institutions within Britain or Ireland.

d. Applicants must be working full time in their departments and hold a contract that extends beyond the period of the scholarship. Post-doctoral researchers and new lecturers are encouraged to apply. Supervisors will be expected to be able to provide adequate support and supervision for the duration of the project.

e. Applicants can only submit one application in a year.

f. No more than two awards per round will be made to an individual department or subject area within multidisciplinary departments or schools.

g. The intention is for the student to carry out the research in the summer vacation after at least two years of undergraduate study in the biosciences, medicine or veterinary science or biological science related degree. Applications on behalf of science graduates (i.e. students who have already completed one undergraduate degree course in a bioscience or biological science related subject) or on behalf of first or final year undergraduates will not be considered. The student would normally be a year 2 undergraduate student (for a three-year course) or year 2 or 3 undergraduate student (for a four-year course) at the time of application. Medical, dental or veterinary students in their 2nd year will be deemed eligible, but those in their 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th or 6th years will normally not be eligible.

h. Applicants who have had a previous student are not eligible unless they have submitted the required Final Summary Report for their student.

i. Applicants who have successfully applied for Undergraduate Summer Vacation Research Scholarship Awards the year before cannot apply again the following year (a gap of one year must elapse before the Applicant is eligible to apply again).

j. Supervisors and Co-Supervisors of current Anatomical Society 3-year PhD Research Studentships are not allowed to apply for Undergraduate Summer Vacation Research Scholarships Awards.

 

2.2 STUDENTS

a. Will normally be undergraduates in a relevant biological/biomedical subject, or in medicine, dentistry or veterinary sciences.

b. Will be required to apply for Early Career Membership of the Society and to be elected to that category of membership by Council before the end of the project and pay the fee which is currently £15 per annum. This is not re-imbursed before completion of the summer Scholarship.

i. Within 12 months of completing the scholarship be required to attend and submit an abstract for a poster or oral presentation at an AS Winter or Summer Meeting.

ii. Will need to register for the conference and pay the registration fee and claim it back after presentation of a poster at the meeting using an AS Expenses Claim Form as part of an application for a Barclay Smith Award (See Item (c) below).

c. Early Career Members who are Undergraduate Student Summer Vacation Scholarship Students are eligible to apply for Barclay Smith Funding (the one-year rule does not apply) towards the cost of registration, travel and accommodation up to £400. NB: The Student must have been elected to membership by Council before applying for a Barclay-Smith Award. It is the Student’s responsibility to complete all aspects of applying for membership.
d. Will normally be studying for an undergraduate degree in an appropriate subject (see above) at a British or Irish Institute of Higher Education. The student  should be able to present the outcome of the Scholarship work  in person as a Poster at an AS Scientific Meeting within 12 months of the end of the Scholarship.

e. Will take up the award during the next summer vacation.

f. Will not normally be considered if they are in receipt of offers of other means of support to cover the costs of a stipend and bench fee.

SECTION 3. PLACE OF THE AWARD

Undergraduate Summer Research Scholarships will normally be conducted at the Applicant’s and Student’s own University Department where they are taking their undergraduate degree.
SECTION 4. FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

a) Successful applicants receive a bursary for the sum proposed in your application up to a maximum of £3,200 each (stipend £240 per week and a bench fee £80 per week). NB: Payment of the bursary will only be made providing the student applies for early career membership of the Society.

b) An enhanced stipend of £340 per week will be available to students who might otherwise suffer significant financial hardship as a result of taking up this bursary. To qualify, the student must provide a letter of support from their University identifying them as a widening participation/widening access student.

c) The awards provide support for the student at a flat rate of £240 or £340 per week for a 4 to 10-week period.

d) The Society will pay the approved bursary awards direct to the Finance Department of the Institution in one sum.

SECTION 5. GENERAL CONDITIONS

a) Acknowledgement of Anatomical Society funding - please note that all publications, presentations, and posters arising out of the Anatomical Society funded project must acknowledge the financial contribution and support of the Anatomical Society.

b) Report and attendance at Anatomical Society Scientific Meetings - a final summary report summarising the outputs and experience gained by the student will be submitted on completion of the Scholarship.  Reports will be posted on the Anatomical Society website.  Reports must be submitted within 6 weeks after completion of the project using the AS Project Completion Form and returned to Anatomical Society Research Officer c/o maryanne.piggott@kcl.ac.uk.  Failure to do this may preclude the applicant from making applications for future Undergraduate Summer Research Scholarships.  In addition, within 12 months of completing the scholarship be required to attend and submit an abstract for a poster or oral presentation at an AS Winter or Summer Meeting. 

c) Length of Tenure – Max. 10 weeks; Min. 4 weeks.  Extensions to the award will not be considered.

SECTION 6. CORRESPONDENCE

All general correspondence (including applications for Undergraduate Summer Vacation Research Scholarships and all non-financial matters) should be addressed to the current Research Officer of the Society:

Dr Lyndsay Murray (c/o maryanne.piggott@kcl.ac.uk )

All correspondence on financial matters should be addressed to the Honorary Treasurer of the Society:

Dr Jeremy Mortimer: jeremymortimer@doctors.org.uk
Finance Departments should note that the President and Honorary Treasurer of the Anatomical Society are the only officers authorised to make decisions regarding Undergraduate Summer Research Scholarships. 

I HAVE READ THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THEM

Name

Applicant Signature

Date

Name

Student Signature

Date

I CONSENT TO THE DATA INCLUDED IN THIS SUBMISSION BEING COLLECTED PROCESSED AND STORED BY THE ANATOMICAL SOCIETY

Yes/No

File: USVRS ApplicationForm2026 v2 FINAL 280126







































































































































































































































Stipend (£240 per week):  	£





Bench fee (£80 per week):	£





Total requested (£3,200 max): £





Stipend (£340 per week):  	£





Bench fee (£80 per week):	£





Total requested (£4,200 max): £








































































































































































































































































































Name and Title:


Date:


Conflict (s) of Interest: (if none, please state none)







































































A registered Charity No: 290469 and Limited Company Registered in England and Wales No: 1848115

Registered Office: 10 Queen Street Place London, EC4R 1AG.


