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	NAME
	[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Dr. Shane Browne

	TWITTER HANDLE* optional
	@sbrowne4

	UNIVERSITY
	[bookmark: h.30j0zll]Royal College of Surgeons in ireland

	NAME OF AWARD
	[bookmark: h.1fob9te]Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	[bookmark: h.3znysh7]
Attendance at the Congress of the International Federation of Association of Anatomists (IFAA) in Melbourne, Australia August 13-16 August 2026




	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.2et92p0]The Congress of the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists was held in the Melbourne Convention Centre and Exhibition Centre (MCEC) and focused around the topic of ‘Anatomy for Everyone’. Attendance at the conference provided a great opportunity to meet with my fellow anatomists, forge new connections with anatomists from all over the world, learn about exciting developments in anatomical teaching and research, and present recent work from my research group. The scientific program of the congress was quite diverse with many exciting symposia which included topics such as the inclusion of new technological innovations in anatomy teaching, ethical issues in body donation, and new therapeutic innovations including tissue engineering. The topic of tissue engineering is of particular interest to my research, and includes biomaterial development, stem cells and development, in vitro models and 3d printing. Anatomical knowledge forms the basis of engineering accurate tissue structures for tissue modelling and repair, and thus I was excited at the prospect of engaging with other anatomists at all stages working in this exciting area, and forging new connections. Prior to the conference I identified a number of sessions to attend mainly focused on innovations in teaching and assessment, as well as those sessions that focused on therapeutic innovations.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.tyjcwt]The MCEC provided a world class venue for the IFAA, with a large theatre for the plenary sessions, an exhibition hall for poster presentations and sponsor stands, and a number of smaller session rooms for the various symposia and workshops. The welcome reception was held on the first evening of the conference by the river Yarra and provided a relaxed environment to mix with fellow anatomists to begin the conference.
Throughout the conference I attended many interesting sessions that showcased the best of anatomical research and teaching – identifying best practice in anatomical teaching and research. There were some interesting discussions on practical ways that we as anatomists can incorporate advances in technology and social media in our teaching, which was aligned nicely with the conference theme of ‘Anatomy for Everyone’.
My own presentation was on Saturday 15th August in a symposia entitled ‘Neuromusculoskeletal biology: Mechanistic insights, disease modelling to therapeutic advances’. This was a very engaging session with three other great speakers presenting their innovative work. There were insightful questions on my presentation from the audience, while I thoroughly enjoyed the presentations of the other speakers in the symposia. The conference dinner was also held that evening, and provided another opportunity to meet with fellow anatomists and expand my network. In addition, there was opportunity to test our own anatomy knowledge with an anatomy themed mystery to solve!
I attended a number of  sessions focused on therapeutic advances in nerve and blood vessel repair where there were some very impressive presentations on biomaterials, stem cells, bioprinting and organoids, and how these technologies can be used for therapeutic repair and disease modelling. These sessions provided opportunities to see the breadth of work  from other anatomists that work in the field of Tissue Engineering. 


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.3dy6vkm]This was a great opportunity to immerse myself in a number of areas of anatomical sciences, as well as to present recent work from my research group at an international Anatomy conference. Given it was a different audience to which I usually present, I adjusted my presentation to account for the different background knowledge of attendees. This also provided an opportunity to get feedback from a different type of audience, and I believe this is invaluable for my research going forward. In particular, the audience at an Anatomy conference is more focused on relevant tissue structures than a typical Bioengineering or Tissue Engineering audience, and this is critical when developing relevant tissue grafts or tissue models. I had a number of engaging discussions with members of the audience, which may lead to future opportunities for collaboration.
My engagement with fellow anatomists from all over the world at the IFAA and the attendance at workshops provided an ideal environment to discuss our experiences as anatomists in academia. It was quite interesting and reassuring to discuss how all of us as anatomists are being presented with similar challenges regardless of where we are based. This is specifically related to the challenges of social media, student engagement, artificial intelligence (AI) and increased demands on our time. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?
Minimum number of words between 200-400. Please write in coherent paragraphs.

	[bookmark: h.1t3h5sf]
[bookmark: h.4d34og8]From my attendance at the IFAA in Melbourne there are a number of outcomes related to my teaching and research practice.
Related to my teaching practice, it was quite inspiring to see the innovations from my fellow anatomists, including how AI and social media can be incorporated within teaching in a respectful and ethical way. I particularly valued seeing practical examples of how new technologies can enhance student engagement, encourage active learning, and make complex anatomical concepts more accessible. I aim to leverage the resources and ideas I learned the IFAA to innovate and improve my teaching. I will reflect critically on how these approaches can be adapted to suit my own students and teaching, while ensuring that technology remains purposeful, inclusive, and aligned with good educational practice. Furthermore, the colleagues I have met at the IFAA can provide advice to discuss my approaches.
Regarding my research, the feedback and questions from the audience on the work I presented will inform future directions of work, providing interesting ideas to pursue. This includes new approaches that we can try in my group, as well as the opportunities to reach out to connections I have made at the IFAA for advice and collaborative opportunities. The discussions also helped me to consider my research from different perspectives and identify areas where further investigation can be valuable. I hope to build on these conversations and develop some of these ideas into meaningful research projects and future collaborations.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society.  Answer YES or NO in the Box below

	
YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image. Answer N/A not applicable, YES or NO in the box below

	N/A
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