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_______________________________________________________________________________________

                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Neal Anthwal

	UNIVERSITY
	King’s College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference/event attended/organised (full name) with city and dates.

	Attend the International Congress on Vertebrate Morphology at the Grandior Hotel in Prague, Czech Republic. 21st-26th July 2019


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	The large conference is a tri-annual meeting of morphologists, palaeontologists, and evolutionary developmental biologists. As well as giving a talk on my research, I was particularly looking forward to meeting with researchers to make contacts with potential collaborators who are investigating the middle ear and its evolution 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar/ event.

	The conference began with a very entertaining plenary by Per Erik Alberg from Uppsala University, in which he attempted to convince us that all bony fish- including amniotes like us- are likely to be modified placoderms. 

Outside of the plenaries, the conference was run with 6 parallel sessions, covering the diversity of science represented. This diversity was also reflected in the fact that scientist from over 40 countries were attending the conference. The first session I attended was the ear morphology session in which I gave my presentation on the role of the middle ear as a jaw articulation in neonatal marsupials and monotremes. Following the talks we had a reception at which I had the opportunity to catch up with colleagues and friends from around the world.

Talks across the four and half days included the whole gamut of vertebrate morphology, from human evolution to priapic organs adapted from fins in fish. Highlights included a talk on the ears of frogs from Molly Womack, Vera Weisbecker’s plenary on marsupial morphology, and Nadav Ahituv fantastic work on genomic regulation of limb development in bats.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant. For public engagement/outreach awards what did your audience gain and how did you evaluate success?

	I gained new contacts with potential new collaborators, and learned much about vertebrate morphology. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future? For public engagement/outreach awards how with the materials/knowledge generated by this activity be used in the future?

	I hope to be able to use datasets collected by collaborators to continue my research.


	Data Protection/GDPR: I consent to the data included in this submission being collected, processed and stored by the Anatomical Society. 

	YES

	Graphical Images: If you include graphical images you must obtain consent from people appearing in any photos and confirm that you have consent. A consent statement from you must accompany each report if relevant. A short narrative should accompany the image.

	YES 

	Copyright: If you submit images you must either own the copyright to the image or have gained the explicit permission of the copyright holder for the image to be submitted as part of the report for upload to the Society’s website, Newsletter, social media and so forth. A copyright statement must accompany each report if relevant. 

	YES I OWN THE COPYRIGHT


	SIGNATURE
	Neal Anthwal
	DATE
	7/08/19


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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