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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Jack McIntyre

	UNIVERSITY
	Newcastle University

	NAME OF AWARD
	Barclay Smith Funding Award 16/17

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	To cover travel costs for attending the Anatomical Society Winter Meeting 2016 at Kings College London from 19th-21st December.


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	When I first found out I would be attending I found the thought of it quite daunting as I knew it would be mainly made up of a lot of highly reputable academics and doctors. I didn’t know anyone else attending apart from my supervisor and I hadn’t been to London in a very long time, especially on my own. However I was looking forward to seeing the world of a researcher and the vast number of things that are going on in the world of anatomy at this current time. This was further boosted when I looked at the programme for the duration of the conference and found myself looking forward to a large number of talks over the few days.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	After the first few hours of being at the meeting I quickly knew how wrong I was in terms of people attending. I noticed a large number of students, both post and undergraduate which enabled me to feel more comfortable and confident when talking to people. A large number of the talks were brilliant and furthered my interest in pursuing research and academia as a career. I also thoroughly enjoyed my poster presentation and feel I really came into my own when explaining my project to various people. 
The student night on Monday 19th was also a brilliant idea as it enabled all the younger students there to get to know each other and socialise. I can’t imagine many younger students had attended many of these meetings so it was great for us all to experience it together.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	I feel my skills in presenting definitely improved through talking to various people at the poster session. Although it was nothing major it allowed me to feel more comfortable talking about something I’m passionate about and proud of. I found this particularly useful as students at my level don’t tend to get to experience these things until they are much older and having already made a decision on what they would like to do. This can also be highlighted with the Summer Placement Scholarship itself. Many undergraduate students only gain real experience in a lab setting when they do their final year projects and by then they may have already made up their minds.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	I have definitely come closer to making a decision regarding future career from this meeting. Getting a glimpse at the life of a researcher through talking to various people from Professors all the way to first year PhD students gave me great insight in to what this path involves. I also received a large amount of advice as what I could possibly do in the future from various people.
I also believe this Summer Placement Scholarship and attendance at this meeting will give me a great advantage in completing my final year project in the coming months and would like to thank the Anatomical Society for the opportunity.


	SIGNATURE
	J.McIntyre
	DATE
	30/12/16
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