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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
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	NAME
	Neal Anthwal

	UNIVERSITY
	King’s College London

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund Award 

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	European Society for Evolutionary Developmental Biology 6th meeting
Uppsala, Sweden
26th – 29th July 2016


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	In addition to learning some exciting new science, I attended this conference with the aim of presenting my research which is currently under review and meeting with key members of the field. I also hoped to meet people in the field, as it’s an in which I hope to establish myself.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	The European Society for Evolutionary Developmental Biology (EED) meeting, this year held in in Uppsala, is the longest running Evolutionary Developmental Biology (“evo-devo”) conference, and is now in its 6th cycle of bi-annual meetings. EED is attended by many of the key researchers within the field, and includes a wide range of topics from theoretical modelling of tooth shape patterning, though to experimental analysis of plant variation.  Talks were presented in four parallel sessions, organised though topic symposia. In general each symposium was further split into a session of invited speakers, generally giving 20-30 minute talks, and a session of contributed talks taken form the submitted abstracts, with each talk being 12-15 minutes in length. In addition a keynote talk was presented at the end of each day, and a poster session was carried out on two of the evening following the keynote. It was in one of these poster sessions I presented my work.
The meeting opened with a keynote from Per Ahlberg of Uppsala University, who presented fresh fossil data on the relationships between gnathostomes and the extinct jawless fish known as osteostracans.

In general I attended sessions that related to my research, these included a session on phenotypic plasticity of skeletal elements, a session on serial homology, and a session on evolutionary novelties. Outside of my research interests I attended session on the evo-devo of the limbs, sensory organs, domestication, and the link between evo-devo and reproductive medicine. All of these sessions were very interesting, and highlights were talks by Gunter Wagner of Yale University on serial homology, and how gene networks can be integrated into understanding anatomical serial homology and homoplasy; Michael Levine of Princeton who talked about proto-neural crest and proto-sensory placodes in Ciaona; Maryilyn Renfree who talked about her work with the Tammar Wallby; and Madeleine Geiger of Zurich University who talked about the skeletal growth of domestic dogs.
The final Keynote talk by Ehab Abouheif of McGill University in Canada was a particular highlight. This talk was a fascinating and engaging summary of how the environment interacts with the development resulting in different morphologies of otherwise genetically identical ants. 
At the end of the conference it was revealed that the next EED would be held in Galway Ireland, and the conference dinner was held at Uppsala Castle. 
During the conference I enjoyed the opportunity to meet some peers from across the field, most of whom I did not know before the meeting. In addittion I had the chance to chat with more senior colleagues about my work, again some of whom I knew, and others I didn’t but whose work overlaps with my own. 
This was a great meeting, and I hope to be able to attend the 2018 meeting in Ireland.


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	Skills-wise I learnt of a few interesting techniques that I could utilise in the future, including the use of antibodies against transcription factors in FACS experiments (“TF-FACS”), something that I thought was technically impossible.


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	Specifically I aim to learn how to carry out TF-FACS experiments. More generally, I have come away from the conference with a few conceptual insights into directions I could take my own evo-devo studies.
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