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	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Travel to the International Conference of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Melbourne. 27th- 30th October 2015.

	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	By attending the conference, I was able to deliver 2 oral presentations using work that I undertook during my intercalated MMedSci degree. It also provided me the opportunity to network with, and learn from, world-leading figures within the speciality. 
The programme of lectures from invited speakers and submitted articles was extensive from which I learnt a great deal. It was also highly thought provoking and gave me inspiration for future work.

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	I was very excited when travelling to Melbourne for ICOMS 2015. Not only was it the largest conference that I had attended but also I had never been to ICOMS or Australia before. The trip was also important to me on a more personal note as my supervisor, Mr Barrie T Evans, to whom I owe an enormous amount and was planning on visiting the conference with me, suddenly and unexpectedly passed away in July 2015. Therefore it was the opportunity for me to personally honour him through the presentation of the work. 
The conference venue was right in the centre of the city making exploring the city much easier. The programme of lectures, master classes and plenary sessions was both extensive and world-class. The most interesting session of presentations was titled- ‘Complex cases from the masters’. This involved four world-renowned surgeons from across the world sharing their experiences of an especially difficult case they have treated. The case I particularly enjoyed the most was a trauma case of a young lady involved in a high-speed motor-vehicle collision. This had left her with a significant facial injury to both the hard and soft tissues. The main difficulty with reconstruction was restoring anatomical normality when most reference points had been disrupted/ disfigured. Therefore producing a functionally and aesthetically positive result was very difficult. He described in great detail the steps he took to restore normal anatomical features as well as explored the complex psychological issues this injury had on such a patient. 

I feel my presentation was received well and it harboured lots of positive comments. I was able to network with colleagues both old and new. We were also able to share stories of Mr Evans as he was so well respected within the speciality across the globe. This networking was facilitated by the fantastic social programme provided at the conference.

I returned home both inspired to continue research into this area as well as grateful for such an opportunity. I would very much like to thank both the Anatomical Society and the Symington Bequest Fund for their generous support, without which attendance of the conference would have not been possible. 

	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	The most important thing that I gained from this experience was the ability to discuss my work with an international audience hopefully leading to future collaborations through the contacts that I made. Furthermore I had the ability to hear colleague’s thoughts, opinions and their perspective on our work. This will allow me to consider new angles/ interpretations, which will be especially important as I move forward for publication.

	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	As mentioned above, the conference has given me new ideas/ avenues to peruse as well as novel interpretations of my current work. I hope this will lead to better quality research that has a greater impact in both and anatomical and surgical world.
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