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                        AWARDEE REPORT FORM
_______________________________________________________________________________________

	NAME
	Lyndsay Murray

	UNIVERSITY
	University of Edinburgh

	NAME OF AWARD
	Symington Bequest Fund

	PURPOSE OF AWARD conference attended (full name) with city and dates

	Attendance at Fight SMA conference in Alexandria VA, from the 7th to 9th April 2016. 


	REPORT: What were your anticipated benefits?

	The Fight SMA conference is a small meeting of 30-40 researchers in the Spinal Muscular Atrophy research field. Attendance at this meeting is a rare opportunity to interact with leading researchers in this field and present data in an open and interactive manner. This is a great opportunity to get feedback and ideas, and to establish new collaborations. 

	COMMENTS: Describe your experience at the conference / lab visit / course / seminar.

	Fight SMA is a charity which was established by Bill and Martha Slay following the diagnosis of their son with Spinal Muscular Atrophy. This charity has grown over the years to become one of the leading SMA charities, with an important role in both lobbying parliament for constitutional change relating to the recognition and funding for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA), and in funding of research.  This year they were celebrating the 25 annual fight SMA meeting.

The Fight SMA conference is traditionally a gathering of around 30 principle investigators from throughout the USA.  This includes clinical researches, lab based researchers and biotech companies.  Everyone is asked to present data from their research.  The small and friendly nature of this conference allows it to be an open forum for discussion, and as such is a great environment for establishing new ideas and collaborations.  As I have only recently established my own laboratory, this was a fantastic experience to talk to so many leading investigators, allowing me to solidify existing collaborations, establish new collaboration and receive useful feedback on my work. 

Fight SMA have recently partnered with a newly formed SMA charity, the Gwendolyn Strong Foundation (GSF).  The GSF was founded by Bill and Victoria Strong when their daughter, Gwendolyn was diagnosed with type 1 SMA. Through this collaboration, Fight SMA and the GSF have established the Emerging Investigator Award scheme.  This scheme targets individuals who are at a transitional stage in their career, moving between postdoctoral fellow and principle investigator. I was the grateful recipient of one of these awards in the first year that this program was established, in 2014. This year another 3 ‘emerging investigators’ were announced.  It was great to be able to meet these people, who will undoubtedly grow to be future colleagues, and to hear more about their research and career plans. 
Overall I found this to be a fantastic conference.  Its small nature allowed me to meet and talk to principle investigators and postdoctoral fellows working on all aspects of SMA research. I heard some fantastic talks on the most recent data from leading SMA labs.  I was able to present my data and receive invaluable feedback from respected colleagues.  I was also able to establish new collaborations which we hope will lead to new publications in the coming year.  For all of the above reasons, this is one of my favourite conferences to attend, and I found the experience exceptionally useful. I would not have been able to attend were it not for the generous funding from the Symington Bequest fund, covering my travel to this event.  


	REPORT: In relation to skills, what were the most important things you gained? (does not apply to equipment grant)

	During this conference I was asked to present my work to the group. This allowed me to get some useful feedback and will result in modifications to our experimental plans. I was also able to chat to people working on similar areas of research, who had some great suggestions for challenges which we are currently facing.  I was also able to chat to other researchers in complementary research areas to establish new collaborations. 


	REPORT: How do you think you will put this learning experience into practice in the future?

	I learnt a huge amount from this conference.  I got a great update on new data in the field, and an update on the progress on current clinical trials.  This information will certainly influence the design of our experiments and cause us to incorporate new experiments into existing projects. 


	SIGNATURE
	Lyndsay Murray
	DATE
	14th April 2016


If submitted electronically, a type-written name is acceptable in place of a hand-written signature
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