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First of all, I wish to acknowledge the support from the Anatomical Society which enabled me to attend the international conference organized by The International Cancer and Cognition Task Force (ICCTF) which was held in Seattle from Feb 10-11, 2014. The ICCTF Society is a multi-disciplinary organization, which meets every second year to co-ordinate investigations into the cognitive effects of cancer and its treatment. 
The main focus of the meeting was to advance the understanding of the impact of cancer and cancer related treatment on cognitive behaviour function in adults. The programme covered a number of topics including neuroimaging, behaviour, cognition, clinical and animal experimental studies.
The participants of the meeting included neuropsychologists, clinical and experimental psychologists, neuroscientists, imaging experts, physicians and patient’s advocates from all around the globe. 

The meeting began with a keynote lecture given by leading investigator in this field Sanne B.Schagen on the relationship between aging, cognition and cancer. 
On the same day, oral presentations of interest to general audience were arranged in the morning then three or four more specialized sessions were held in the afternoon, and poster sessions were in the evening.
Oral presentations

The presentation by JÖrg Dietrich on “Mechanisms of cancer therapy associated with central nervous system toxicity” was one of the most relevant to my work. He discussed the impact of chemotherapy on stem cell populations in the brain. 

Poster presentations

There were 62 posters, many directly related to my work and I was able to talk to every poster presenter. My poster was entitled
 EFFECT OF CHEMOTHERAPY AND FLUOXETINE ON CELL PROLIFERATION AND BLOOD VESSEL DENSITY IN THE RAT HIPPOCAMPUS.
My poster discusses our finding that the chemotherapy agent 5-FU causes a memory impairment which is associated with a reduction in both the proliferation and survival of neural precursors in the SGZ. These cells are involved in hippocampal neurogenesis which is required for memory consolidation. My poster was awarded the Young Investigator Award for the conference and as such I received a public presentation and certificate from the organizers. This significantly raised the profile of my work during the conference and resulted in a large number of discussions and a lot of feedback and ideas from a wide audience. 
A poster by Hubbard Karen in which the effects of cyclophosphamide and doxorubicin on rat brain was studied was also of particular interest to me. They have found that animal treated with cyclophosphamide and doxorubicin exhibited impaired cognitive behaviour in the Y maze assay which is consistent with other behaviour studies. Their results were in accordance with my work. We were able to discuss aspects of chemotherapy induced cognitive decline.
Overall, I feel that attending the ICCTF conference really helped me a lot. I really appreciate the support from my supervisor Dr. Peter Wigmore and Dr. Maria Toledo for their kind support and guidance.
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