REPORT 
on

The 18th Congress of International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA)
and

The 30th Congress of Chinese Society of Anatomical Sciences

August 8-10, 2014, Beijing, China

Beijing International Convention Center (BICC)

The 18th Congress of the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists was held in Beijing, China, between 8th-10th of August, hosted at the Beijing International Convention Center (BICC), as a joint meeting with the 30th Congress of the Chinese Society of Anatomical Sciences. The President of the Meeting was Professor Yunqing Li and the General Secretary was Professor Changman Zhou (Peking). They were assisted by a local scientific committee with 21 members.     

The meeting marked the 111th anniversary of the IFAA, founded in 1903 by Professor Nicolas (Nancy, France). Another remarkable date was highlighted by the meeting – it was 500 years from birth of Andreas Vesalius and 450 years from his death. I was very pleased and honoured to attend this meeting as an Anatomical Society member. It was good to meet there colleagues and friends from the UK: Dr. Claire Smith, Professors Bernard Moxham, Ceri Davies, Colin Ockleford, Zoltan Molnar and Stefan Przyborski. I was the only participant from Romania.    

The motto of the meeting was: “Anatomy from gross to molecular and digital”. The topics covered most of areas, from basic research to ethics, terminology, teaching and more. The abstracts of all papers were published in Annals of Anatomy (Anatomischer Anzeiger), vol. 196, 2014.    

The meeting took place in the main conference room at the 1st floor (Opening Ceremony and 1st Session) and seven rooms at the 3rd floor of the Beijing International Convention Center (BICC). We were provided with all the modern facilities needed for a successful scientific congress. The location was very convenient, as the Beijing Continental Grand Hotel was directly linked to the conference venue by a corridor and was close to an underground station. It was impressive how busy the Convention Center was.   On each of the three days, each floor housed different congresses and meetings with medical, social or educational purposes. Though the management of the “conference machinery” was quite complicated worked very well. The presence of the hosts was very discrete, but very efficient. There were only a few last-moment changes. They included an additional new talk at the first plenary session, the Gala Dinner date, IFAA General Assembly date.  

There were organised exhibitions of journals, books and atlases of anatomy, multimedia materials for teaching anatomy, equipment for dissection rooms, plastination specimens, anatomical models and microscopes. One of the highlights of the exhibition stands was the plastinated specimens of both humans and animals, well-done, some very spectacular.  

The IFAA Congress started after the opening speeches by the organisers and invited guests, followed by a set of Plenary Lectures: Bernard Moxham, What is best practice for the teaching of gross anatomy?, Fr. Paulsen, Brief history of IFAA meetings (not listed in the Program), Lynne Opperman, Anatomy in multidisciplinary research teams, Yunqing Li, Central neural pathways for nociceptive information modulation, Gareth Jones, Finding a context for anatomy as a discipline.  

The programme included: 

· The 5 plenary lectures 

· 1 Round table on body donation, led by: Beat Riederer and 1 Workshop on Best networking, by Nalini Pather;  

· A series of oral sessions, as follows:  

· a lecture session, chaired by John Fraher, on adipose organ, and on Eustachius Tabulae Anatomicae’;  

· and41 symposia including one entitled ”Horizons in Development” sponsored by the AnatomicalSociety: 

· 25 Parallel Symposia (PS): (in order of the program list): on Medical Education, Body Donation, Neurosurgical Anatomy, Anatomy of Oral Maxillofacial Region, Translational Research in Anatomy, Anthropology, Terminology, Dental Research, Anatomy in Sports, Neurobiology, Embryology and Genetic Engineering, Imaging, Stem Cells, Neuroanatomy, Cell Biology, Brainnetome, Development, Permeability;  

· 16 Free Paper Sessions (FPS): (in order of the program list): on anatomy (3), clinical anatomy, neuroanatomy (2), cell biology, teaching methods, histology, stem cells, morphology, Asia-Pacific Anatomical Association, developmental biology, anthropology, digitalised morphology, other; 

· 2 dedicated symposia: Vesalius Symposium - PS 16 and Sobotta Symposium - PS 20. 

In PS 16, only Prof. Raffaele de Caro actually talking about Vesal: “Vesalius and his impact on modern anatomy”. In another session, there was an excellent talk on Eustachius, Vesalius’s rival, reinterpreted by Lancisi.  The speaker was Professor Alessandro Riva from Cagliari in Sardinia. 

Some people who were designated to organise and coordinate two or more symposia taking place at the same time were unable to fulfil the timetabled committments, which was a pity, because others who could have chaired sessions were denied the opportunity. 

Of course, any one participant could not attend all the sessions. I focussed my attention especially on sessions dealing with fields I am most interested in: teaching (neuro-)anatomy, neurosciences and neuroendocrinology basic research. On a personal note, again, papers on teaching anatomy were not grouped together and neither were those on neuroendocrinology.   

I was pleased to have the chance to talk on 

· colocalisation of hormones in cells of the human foetal pituitary and on voltage-gated K-channels of the folliculo-stellate pituitary cells, resulting from recent research with Professor John Morris (Oxford)

· to present posters on the efficacy of practical spot testing as part of neuroanatomy exams 

· and the functional relationships between the pituitary and cavernous sinus in human.

The Parallel Symposium and Round Table on body donation for Anatomy (PS2), led by Beat Riederer, was very interesting and animated, bringing together opinions, problems and useful answers from different regions of the world.  I was also asked to make a contribution hereThe Vesalius Symposium (PS16, room 307), led by Beat Riederer, was very suitable to be included in the program of the congress.

Some sessions, such as FPS 7 - Histology, FPS 1, 5, 14 - Anatomy (1,2,3), on Fri, Sat and Sun, FPS 9 - Morphology grouped rather interesting papers on different fields of macroscopic and microscopic anatomy: histopathology of pancreatic islet, signaling in the rat epididymis, repair proteins in colon lesions, receptors in rectal cancer, changes in lamb articular cartilage, development of the human pituitary, myodural bridges, extracellular matrix of the lung, bilateral symmetry and disease, effects of vitamin C in the rat, regulatory network of human embryonic stem cells, cell signalling in hepato-biliary cancer, bony architecture of the human mandible, etc.,bringing together people interested in very different fields, so inevitably discussion was animated. Unfortunately, some talks were based on H&E staining, only.    

Symposia on teaching anatomy were organised in a very ‘regional’ manner. On another occasion the IFAA might consider bringing them together more so that the regions can learn from one another 
There were four poster sessions, with 400 titles listed for presentation 100 per each session, well grouped by topics; the panels for displaying posters were placed in the lobby joining all these lecture rooms, so they were practically exposed all time to the participants, at their fingertips. Most were on display and authors present by their panel at the scheduled time. Inevitably there were a large number of posters from Chinese scientists, but the organisers had done an impressive job in ensuring substantial representation from all parts of the world.   
Representatives from the participating anatomical societies met on 9th of August morning to elect the new President of IFAA - the successful candidate was Professor Beverly Kramer from Witwatersrand University, Johannesburg, South Africa, a long-standing IFAA Committee collaborator and the host of the next IFAA meeting and an old friend, and the host of the next IFAA meeting, which will be held in Istanbul, Turkey, organised by Professor Erdogan Sendemir. I haven’t heard of any meeting of the EFEM during the congress - it could be just a defective spread of information. Anyhow, neither Profs. Diogo Pais (acting president) nor Gordana Teofilovski (acting general secretary) were present at the meeting.   

The organisers made every effort to make participants feel welcome and well cared for. The busy schedule meant that, sadly, I couldn’t get to either the Beijing Opera or the Acrobatic show. However, the meeting itself was much appreciated. Overall, it was an interesting, useful, fruitful experience for me and all participants.  

25th of September 2014                                      Andy R.M. Chirculescu
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